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PREFACE 


| 70 U muſt 3 my friend that Tam a gen- 


2 tleman in the country, and by craft a SHAVER | | 
of very conſiderable ſcope; though I have turned 


' preacher of late, and ſeem to be * ſucceſsful at 
my preachment, as the ſale of this ſermon will 
teſtify. T have been @ great man for the news, as 
| 4ve ſhavers commonly are, and among other fine 


by * T uſuclly took in the St. James's Chronicle, 


@ paper that is filled in all the four corners, 
but if you aſk with what? on my word, 1 muſt 
refer you to people of greater penetration than I 
am to find that out. Well I paid, and I read to 
no purpoſe for a long while ; but at laſt I chanced 
to ſpy an extract of a letter from Oxford, and * 
wor it pleaſed me mightily. | 


1 told us how that S1x young men were e. 


pelled the univerſity for holding Methodiſtical , 
tenets, and for praying, reading and 2 
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Yr o U muſt know, my friend, that I am a gen- 
tleman in the country, and by craft a SHAVER 


1 ＋ very conſiderable ſcope; though I have turned 


preacber of late, and ſeem to be pretty ſucceſsful at 


my preachment, as the ſale of this ſermon will 
70. T bave been a great man for the news, as 
de ſhavers commonly are, and among other fine 
| Papers, 1 10) took in the St. James's Chronicle, 
4 paper that is filled in all the four corners, 
but if you aſk with what? on my word, I muſt 
refer you to people of greater penetration than 1 
am to find that out. Well I paid, and I read to 
no purpoſe for a long while ;, but at laſt I cbanced 
to ſpy an extratt of a letter from Oxford, and [ 
wot it Preaſed me ml. 


Tt told us how that Six young men were ex- 


pelled the univerſity for holding Methodiſtical | 


tenets, and for praying, reading and expounding 
A 2 the 


me to that was, finding from the Fd Oxonien- 
ſis, that thoſe young men preached without orders, 


(0-3 


the ſcriptures i in a private houſe. Well, thought 


I, that is well enough : but then I did not ſo 3 
approve of the principal crime of thoſe called Me- 
| thodiſts, being ſaid to be reading and expounding 

the ſcriptures, &c. thought I, that is going too 

far. But not long after T bappened to ſee another © 
account from Oxford, wrote by Oxonienſis, aud 
| that account made me reſolve upon ſomething. 

For be tells us that one of the Six was for- 


merly a Publican, another had been a Blackſmith, 
a third had been a Te, and a 2 bad been 5 


2 Teacher i in a School. 


N. zll, you _ know my rand: Was. a 725 — 


Uucan, my uncle 4 blackſmith, and I myſeif am a 
ſhaver, which is by interpretation a barber ; and 


my eldeſt fon, a promiſing lad, is deſigned for a 


: feheokmaftcr. T berefore ſeeing the bonours of our 
Family caſt down into the puddle by the arrogance 

f Oxonian prieſts, I began to grow furly 
but did not yet think of preaching. 


wpon it; 
What brought . 


Then, thought IJ, I will even have a trial at it my- 
elf. Well, you muſt know we have a good ſort of 
a fellow to our parſon ; a gentleman who loves bis 


bottle and bis friend, if it was for a whole night 

| together, and there is never a youth in all the 
pariſb who will fing a merrier catch than himſelf, . 
nor tell a prettier ftory : with bim I am pretty fa- 


miliar, and I thought that I would. even borrow 


his Sunday's ſtile, and his orthodox plan, knowing 


him to be a true churchman, aud I would try what 


F could do at preaching. But T had certainly been 
ont __— in an audience if an happy imagination 


Bad 


Cov 3] 


Had not f befriended me; but no ſooner had I beſtirred 
my imagination than F was wafted from * 
Common to the great hall at O———<d, 

the Ve C r, and the Heads of Hoes, 
to whom, after I had mounted the roſtrum with the 
| our amg [ — * " following — 


f Concerning which 12 could heve it obſerved, 


T al That I pretend not to juſtify any part of the 
of. Methodiſts conduct, beſines praying to God, reading 
= 8 the ſcriptur es, and fir Irging ne, & c. 


„„ That I cenſure none of the clergy, but nd - 
24s are againſt praying, 6m. and TOUR the : 
*** 9 and finging of K 


. That div this coat is found to fir, I 

a have the gentleman put it on and wear it, as 

Dis own: aſſuring himſelf that it was made for bim, 
and that, though a ial I am his Jay __ 


4. 7. bat, perhaps, in gratitude for my _ 
pains, and the new hints given in this ſermon, 
which may caſt a tight upon ecclefiaſtical hiſtory, 
The V—eC r, and Heads of Houſes, 

=P preſent me to ſome good benefice. And they 
may depend on it that I Heal. ſhave be 2 VIGHET'S 
as 232 as any on em. 


7 bus, reader, I have told you all about it, and 

have only to add, that after I had at lei ſure hours 

wrote my ſermon fairly out, I carried it to a 
. bookſeller, expecting, that be would be as fond of it 
ol Was, which [ believe i is 6 caſe very common 


Os Ro with 


3 
:; 

: m 

: 


1 1] 


the ſcriptures in a private houſe. Well, thought 


I, that is well enough : but then I did not fo _ 


epprove of the principal crime of thoſe called Me- 


 thoaiſts, being ſaid to be reading and expounding 


the ſcriptures, &c. thourht I, that is going too 


7 far. But not long after 7 Ezopened to ſee another © 
account from Oxford, wrote by Oxonienſis, and 


that account made me reſolve upon ſomething. 
For he. tells us that one of the Six was for- 


 merly a Publican, another had been a Blackimith, 
a third had been a Barber, ane a Ten had bees 
4 Teacher: in a School. 


W ell, you — u ny grandfather Was. a pub- 1 


lican, my uncle a blackſmith, and I myſelf am a 
ſhaver , which is by interpretation a barber ; and 


my eldeſt fon, a promifmg lad, ig deſigned for a 


| 1 Therefore ſeeing the honours of our 
Family caſt down into * puddle by the arrogance 
e Oxonian prieſts, I began to grow ſurly up 
but did not yet think of preaching. What 3 
me to that was, finding from the learned Oxonien- 
ſis, that thoſe young men preached without orders. 


on it; 


Then, thought I, I will even have a trial at it my- 


elf. Well, you muſt know cve have a good ſort of 
4 fellow to our parſon; a gentleman who loves bis 


bottle and his friend, if it was for a whole night 


| together, and there is never a youth in all the 
pa riſb who will fing a merrier catch than bimſelf, 
ator tell a prettier ſtory: with bim I am pretty fa- 
miliar, and I thought that I would even borrow 
his Sunday's ftile, and his orthodox plan, knowing 


bim to be à true churchman, aud I would try what 
F could do at preaching. But ] had certainly been 


ke —_— in an audience 1 an boppy imagination 


had 


Had not befriended me; 321 no ſooner had I beſtirred 


my imagination than 7 was wafted from Clarely- 
Common to the great hall at O- — , before 
the V——e C r, end the Heads of Houſes, 
to whom, after I bad mounted the raſtrum with the 
, — formality 1 8 the Jung — 18 


f Concerning which 12 could hes ve it obſerved, 


„ - 7 hat I pretend. not to juſtify any part of the : 
| Methodifts condutt, beſines praying to God, reading 
X25 ET _w Oe es, and fi ging Dymns, &c. 


3 7 bat I cenſure none of the clergy, but ſuch 
as are againſt praying, reading and erpounding the - 
2 n, and fi Hi Ving of . 8 


3 That whoever this coat is found to ft, 7 
| would have the gentleman put it on and wear it, as 
* bis own : aſſuring himſelf that it was made for bim, 
4 and that, though a Kane, I am bis taylor. 


4. That, perhaps, in grati tude for my FROM : 
pains, and the new hints given in this ſermon, 
which may caſt a light upon eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 

The V——e C———r, and Heads of Houſes, 
| may preſent me to ſome good benefice. And they 
| may depend on it that I ſpall ſhave the ä 
1 as handſomely as any on ein. 


” bus, reader, I have told you all abcut it, and 
| have only to add, that after I had at leiſure bours 
' wrote my ſermon fairly out, I carried it to a 
. bookſeller, expecting, that be would be as fond of it 
el was, which I believe is a caſe very common 
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1 
with us authors; but he drew up his ſhoulders, 
looked ſour upon it, and ſaid be feared it was too 
coarſe for this polite age. But I aſſured him that 
the tile was quite clerical, being borrowed from 
| the pariſh prieſt; and what he might hear in 
many pulpits, if be would only travel for it; ſo 
He agreed to take my word rather than be at "the 
expence and trouble of ſeeking for further proof, 
and it was ſent to the preſs to furmſh you with 
8 * an hour” s entertainment, and m— 


Your bumble ſervant, 


The Snaves. 
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Having the honour of addrefling ſo — a 
body, with bands ſo white, gowns ſo black, 
and caps fo orthodox, I take the liberty of 
ſtriking a little from the common road of 
preaching, and as this is a ſingular occaſion of 
ſhall make free with a fingular  - A 

You know, my beloved, it is the way of 

| moſt preachers to chooſe ſome paſſage of 

ſcripture for their text, which having diſ- 
tinctly read twice over, you hear no more of 
the bible till the ſermon is finiſned; but are 
entertained with ſuch a lecture as you may 
find in a news- paper, price two-pence halt- 
penny. But I have the honour of departing. 
a little from this general rule, and ſhall be 


the firſt who takes his text from a news- 


paper, and illuſtrates his doctrine by ſcripture 
hiſtory, and having broken the ice, as we 
_ uſed to ſay, I expect to have many ingenious 
followers. You will find our text in the Sc. 
James's Chronicle, for Thurſday, March 17, 
1768. N“. 1099. Printed by Henry Baldwin, 
at the printing-office, White Friars, Fleet- 
Street. Wherein, if you will pull your news- 
papers out of your pockets you may read g 
with me the following paragraph. 


EXTRACT 


Ern acr of a LETTER from OxrorD. 


Or F riday laſt fix ſtudenis belonging to Edmund- 
Hall were expelled the univerſity, aſter cn bear- 
ing of ſeveral hours, before Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 

and ſome of the Heads of Houſes, fer holding 
Metbodiſtical tenets, and taking upen them to 

pray, read and expound the ſcriptures, and ing 
un in a private houſe. The. of the 
| defended their defrines from the thirty 
nine articles of the eſtabli iel church, and ſpoke © 
in the higbeſt terms of the piety, and exemplari- 

_ neſs of their lives; but his motion was over- 

: ruled, and ſentence pronounced againſt them. 

Dr. , one of the Heads of Houſes preſent, 

3 that as theſe fix gentlemen were ex- 

pelled for having too much religion, it would be 
very proper to enquire into the conduct of ſome 

who had too little, and Mr. was heard 


. to tell their chief accuſer that 2 univerfity was 


much obliged to him for his good work. 


U R text is indeed ſomething too hows, 
| but then, my beloved, we have the more 
matter to work upon; and you know this is a 
day in which inventiof is not very briſk, eſpe- | 
: cially among the gentlemen clergy. But 22 
We proceed to proſecute our ſubject after the 
old orthodox plan. Namely, 

1. To go over our text by way of explication. 5 


2. Deduce a notable point of doctrine from 5 


It, viz. that this act of the V—e C—r, and 
the Heads of Houſes, i is defenſible from the con- 
duct of the clergy in all ages, and in all coun- 

—_—_ 4 ST 5 


L 9 ] 


. Conclude with ſpecial application, 
1. explain our text. In doing which I muſt 
divide 1t into very ſmall parcels, even as the 


ſkilful ſurgeon does the fleſh of a hanged male- 


factor, when he diſſects an organ. And in the 
Firſt place, Extract of a letter from Oxford. 


This Oxford, my beloved, is a city in the 


0 Weſt of England, notable for a great univerſity z 


1. e. a place of learning: and it would do you 
good to ſee the numbers of hopeful young gen- 


tlemen who come from all Parts of England in 


purſuit of learning, inſomuch that all the colle- 


ges are frequently crowded. But you will ſay, 
What do they learn? To which I anſwer in the 
negative, as being much eaſier than the affirma- 
tive. For it appears from our text that there . 


are ſome things which they do not learn. 
(1.) Praying : 


to ſuppoſe, that they are not guilty of that 


crime themſelves : otherwile, it: cy would fall 


under that reprof, Rom. ii. 1. 


( 2.) To read and expound the ſcriptures, 15 
arother thing which ſeems to be there prohi- 
bited. Whether Rechefter's Poems, Trifiram 
Sbandy, and ſuch bouks, are eſteemed ortho- 
dox, 5 therefore tolerated, J pretend not to 


ſay; but one thing is clear from our text, that 
reading and expounding the {cr pturcs no againſt 
the 


—I mean, they do not, in 
common, learn to pray to God. It ſeems, this 
is no part of the approved exerciſes of the 
ſtudents in that univerſity: for, ſays our text, 
Six young gentlemen were expelled ihe uni veniey 
for praying. From whence we may draw this 
inference : namely, That if the Vice Chancel- 
lor, and the Heads of Houſes, expelled theſe 
fix offenders for praying to God; it is natural 


—_—_—— 
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the Oxonian law: for Six young gentlemen were 


expelled the univerſity for reading and expounding 


the ſcriptures. 
(3.) Singing of hymns is another thing which 
they do not ſearn: this is alſo clear from the 


words. By ſinging of hymns, I mean praiſing 
of God for bleſtings reccived according to 


Col. ini. 16. Tet the crord of Chriſt dwell in 


yon richly in all <iſdem, teaching and admoniſhing 
one another 11 2 ſalms, and bymms, and ſpiritual 
ſens, ſinging with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. But ſinging of plalms, and hymns, and 


ſpiritual ſongs, cannot be connived at in the 


_ univerſity, by the Heads of Houſes; for Six 
Young men Were expelied the untverſi 0 for I Inging 
of Ban. 8 
Mote, This was an extract of a Letter from 
Oxford: which ſhews, that there be ſome 
ple there who can write, notwithſtanding all the 
reflections that have paſt upon them; and that 
although reading is dangerous there, yet an 
Oxonian may write with impunity. 


II. Laft Friday: the better day, the better 


deed. Friday, you know, is a faſt-day; on 


which it was fitteſt to go about a work of this 
importance; when the judgment was not fet- 
tered with bodily groſſneſs, but purged by an 


empty belly. 


Lat Friday: —It was not a thing that hap- 
pened in the ok ages of Menkiſb ignorance, but 
what has happened in this enlightened age of 
CHRISTIANITY. It was not when the univer- 
ſity was tied hand and foot by Popiſb prejudices, 

and the Heads of Houſes were obliged to ſub- 


mit to their betters; but it was Laſt Friday, the 


= act and deed of Proteſtant Drivines ! 1 


tne rights and. privileges of the kin 
ſubjects, or as the word ſignifies they were drove 


1 
III. Six Students ! What a miracle was it, 


my beloved, that, out of ſo many hundreds of 
ſtudents as are at Oxford, only Six ſhould be 


found guilty of praying, reading and expound- 
ing the ſcriptures. This ſhews the faithfulneſs _ 
of their vigilant tutors, in guarding them againſt 


ſuch pernicious Practices Now, from this, 
obſerve, 


1. That there were but Six a of all the 


8 univerſity, who could be detected in thoſe evils 


of praying, &c. much to the honour of that 
learned body. EY 


2. That thoſe Six being expelled; now there 


are none left in all the colleges who take upon 


them to pray, read and expound the ſcrip- 


tures:— therefore, gentlemen may with ſafety 
| ſend their ſons to That fountain of learning, 
without fearing that they will become religious: SY 


—there being none left ow to enſnare them. 5 


IV. They all belonged to Edmund-Hall. 


It ſeems they loved to be rogether : from whewce 
it may be gathered that they loved one another. 


A fault which the Heathens accuſed the Chriſ- 


| tians of old with, bur from which mankind in 


general are now pretty frer. Ir appears as if 


this Edmund-Hall was the only place at Oxford 
In which praying people were to be found. But 
it is hoped that the governors of that Hall will 
be mulct for their careleſneſs in ſuffering the 
ſtudents to read the bible and to enquire after 


religion ſeeing it is contrary to the ſenſc of this 


univerſity. 


V. Were expelled the univerſity. Dep. ived of 


g's loving 


out, forced n baniſfied from the univerſity. 
VVV 


— — — -— 


„ 
This religious act was performed by the Vice- 
Chancellor after an hearing of ſeveral hours. I re- 


member when biſhop Hooper was ſent for by Queen 


Mary, the pious biſhop of London, and my Lord 


Chancellor being determined to have him burnt; 
but yet to make a ſhew of juſtice they would 
give him a hearing, withall reſolving not to 
ſwerve from their bloody deſign. So in like 


manner - our venerable tutors were determined 


not to ſuffer praying perſons to breathe the uni-: 
verſity air; yet, being tied to > form, * would ; 


give them an hearing. 


An bearing of ſeveral bours. —Ab! my be- 
loved, ye may fee how remarkably the ſcripeares 
are fulfilled in that learned body of divines; 
| Where it ſays, Hear ye indeed but underſtand not, 
0 ye indeed but perceive not. 


VI. We come to the crime for which dey 


were expelled the univerſity : and I wot it was 
an heinous crime indeed. This would appear 
without illuſtrating it from the character of 


the expellers; namely, Mr. Vice Chancellor, 


and the Heads of Houſes. But as I love to 
remove every hillock out of the way, for your 
better Wee I ſhall explain it. What 
was their crime then, my beloved, think ow * 
Was it drinking? No, no, it was not drin 
for they were very temperate. Was it whoring 
then, the common practice of many ſtudents ? 
No, it was not whoring neither; for their lives 
are ſaid to have been \ very exemplary. I wiſh, 
my beloved, it had been no worſe. But what 
Was it then? Was it ſwearing, and fighting, and 
abuſing their fellow ſtudents ? No, for they 
ſhunned the other ſtudents, as a wiſe man will 
ſhun an attorney: thus much may be gathered 
from 


ing, 


_ univerſity. 


& 8-1 


from our text, which .intimates, bat they met 


together among themſelves. But it was praying: 


 — that, my beloved, was one part of their crime, 
Six young men were expelled the univerſity for pray- 


ing. For Mr. v C and the Heads of Houſes 
will ſuffer no praying people to continue in the 


Reading and expounding the ſcriptures was 


another part of their crime. But what, in the 
name of the pope, can ſtudents have to do with 
the ſcriptures? What pity is it that the bible is 
not locked up in the Vatican. But letting that 
paſs, we find that learning to expound the 
ſcriptures is no part of the employment of the 
_ ſtudents, Six young men being expelled the univer- 
ſity for reading and expounding the ſcriptures. 


What added to their guilt was, that they carried 


their religion to a private houſe. But what can 
Private people have to do with religion, ought 
not they to do, as their forefathers did; namely, 
give up their conſciences and underitandings to 
the guidance of their venerable prieſt ? Is it nor 
enough that gentlemen in black know, and un- 


derſtand religion but every private perſon muſt. 
be dabbling in it contrary to the ſenſe of this 


_ univerſity ? I wot, my beloved, that the clergy 
cannot thrive as they do, if every private houſe 


muſt become a worſhipping temple ; but it is 


thought there is little reaſon to fear this, ſeeing Z 
our text informs us that the doors of the uni- 


verſity are determined to prevent it, for Six young 


men were expelled the univerſity for being religious 
in a private houſe. Ol Ou ee 


VII. Another part of their crime was that 


£ they beld Met bhodiſtical tenets. This ſame metho- 
diſt, my beloved, is. a gramp word, gathered 


our 


1 1 
out of old books, by men of learning, and ap- 
plied to ſuch who pray, read, and expound the 
ſcripture, and ſing hymns in private houſes. A 
people never to be tolerated by the clergy. 
You'll obſerve, that this ſame hard word, which 
the nation has long rung with, firſt of all was 
given to the ſons of Eiculapius as a name of 
honour, and about thirty years ago, was by 
learned men raiſed up as the witch of Endor 
(ho ſeems to have been a clergywoman too) 
raiſed the ghoſt of old Samuel. 
.-Thote fame ſons of Eſculapius were phyſicians, 
ſurgeons, and apothecatics in their day, but 


55 then they were quite immethodical, like the great- i 
er part of the old women in black prunella and 


white cambrick. For initance they had not the 

method of wearing large wigs, gold headed canes, | 
and of wheeling about the ſtreets in their chariots... 
And with reſpect to their phyſic, and ſurgery 


85 they were guided chiefly by the dictates of nature 


without the abſtruſe methods of art. Ar laſt 
there aroſe a great man, and his name was Galen, 


a mighty man for diſſecting of apes; for it ought 
to be obſerved, that in his days in Pagan lands, 
there were very tew criminals who deſerveddeath, 

and fewer ſtill who were given to the ſurgeons. i 
Well what ſhould he do think you? why, my _ 
beloved, being bleſt with better ſtars at his na- 
tivity, than his predeceſſors, he took their con- 


fuſed and immethodical practices and reduced 


them into method, i. e. form and order. Well, 


this great man being principal of the College of 
Phyſicians, he taught his pupils to obſerve orderly 
rules, otherwiſe mezbed, from whence his diſciples. 
were in honour called Methodiſts. 80 much for 
learning, now for doctrine. 


Then 


4.48 1 

Then, my beloved, the caſe ſtands thus; 
amongſt the clergy there always have been a 
great number who did not love praying, ſinging 
of hymns, reading and expounding the ſcrip- 
tures, the like may be ſaid of the ſtudents. 
What they aimed at was a good living without 
much work, and as one 1a a certain place ſays, 
Thoſe men care not if the devil take the flock pro- 
vided they can but have the fleece. On the other 
hand, there have been ſome who loved to pray, 
to ſing hymns, to read and expound the ſcrip- 
tures, "who if they were not permitted to do it in 
public houſes or churches, would do it in private 
| Houſes to the no imall diſgrace of, the other gen- 
tlemen. Well, my beloved, theſe are they who 
have been called: methodiſts, fanatics and en- 
thuſiaſts. Now a word or two about their tenets, 
and then I diſmiſs this head for really their tenets, 


being deſtructive of — muſt byr NO MEANS 
be encouraged. 


1. Firſt, and 8 they think that a a man. 


ought to atteſt no articles of faith, but what he 
believes to be true. 

2. They think that a man ought. not to pro- 
eſs to my Lord biſhop that he believes all the 
thirty-nine articles of the eſtabliſhed church to 

be the true faith of the goſpel when he ſecretly 
believes in his heart that they are falſe. _ 

3. They think that a man ſhould not profeſs 

to his Lordſhip, that he is moved by the holy 


| ghoſt to deſire the office of a deacon, when he 


conſiders it in his heart as deluſion and enthuſi- 


aſm for any man to pretend to be moved by the 
holy ghoſt in theſe dass. ” 


4. 8 They 
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4. They think that after a man has ſubſcribed 
the thirty-nine articles, and folemnly ſwore that 
he believes them, that he ſhould not go and 
preach doctrines directly oppoſite to the ſaid 
6 Ce i po Wely 8 
5. They think that no man ought to be per- 
mitted to enter the pulpit whoſe life and conver- 
ſation is difſolute. „ 5 
Theſe with a great many tenets beſides equally 
ridiculous they maintain, and therefore though 
tolerated by the king and parliament, the Heads 
of Houſes will never endure them in the uni- 
verſity. % 27 „ 
VIII. The — of the — defended their doctrines 
by the thirty-nine articles of the eſtabliſhed church. 


I wot, I fear me much that this doctor is himſelf 


tinctured with methodiſtical tenets ; for no body 


no a-days beſides methodiſts, &c. conſider the 


thirty- nine articles of the eſtabliſhed church as 
any teſt of doctrine: as for the clergy it is well 


| known that they are moſtly diſſenters from the 


_ doctrine of the articles and prayer book. Ah! 
beloved, if the truth was known, it would be 
found that this ſame - prays to God, and 
reads his bible, or how elſe ſhould he take part 
with thoſe young men whom the Heads of Houſes 
expelled the univerſity for praying reading and 
expounding the ſcriptures. Beſides he would not 
have ſpoken ſo highly of their piety and the ex- 
_ emplarineſs of their lives, as the text tells us he 
did, ſeeing the ſenſe of the univerſity was, that 
their praying, reading, &c. was vicious. I fear 
me, my beloved, that if the Heads of Houſes, 


do not keep a good look out after this ſame doctor, 


it will be difficult for them to keep the univerſity 
clear from ſuch as pray and read, and expound 


i 
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the ſcriptures; but his motion cos overruled. 
What is one methodiſt among a aoſt of divines ? 


Thus, my | beloved, I have gone through the 
firſt part orf my plan, and {ſhall proceed 1 to the 
ſecond. 


II. Namely, to raiſe a notable point of doc- 


trine from it; which is this, viz. That the con- 
duct of the Head: of the Houtes, in cxpelling 
the ſix young men for praying, reading, and ex- 
pounding the ſcripturss, is defenſible ; ; from 
the conduct of the clergy ef all ages and coun- 

tries, whatſoever ſnarling perſons may ſay. 


To clear this I ſhall produce tour inſtances, 


all of which I ſhall take out of that old anti- i 


quated book called the ſcripture. A book 


which ſets forth the true ſpirit of the univerſity 
i doctors to the very life. ö 


Iſt. Of which inſtances we have! in the book 


of Daniel, chap. iii. wherein ſome tranſactions 
of the eſtabliſhed church at Babylon are record- 
| ed; concerning which [ would make the follow- 
ing notes: 


I. That the religion, by law eſtabliſbe d, was 


the religion of the golden image which Nebu- 


— 


chadnezzar, at the requeſt of the clergy, made 
and ſet up in the plains of Dura. A place, my 
beloved, which, if we may give credit to travel- 
lers, very much reſembles the plains of Oxford. 


II. The clergy, who you know have alwavs 


: been wonderfully fond of a pollen god, would 


by no means ſuffer an act of toleration to be - 
paſſed in favour of methodiſts and diſſenters; 


but on the contrary, got an act of parliament 
on their own ſide, enjoining the ſtricteſt uni- 
formity in religion, and threat'ning death to all 
_ diilenters : for it ſeems this prince Was too eaſy, 


C and 
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and like ſome of our former princes in England, 
was ſo much afraid of the clergy, that he 
was obliged to conform, and ſo eſpouſed an act 
of uniformity which they hoped would bring 


griſt to their mill, verſe 6. 
HI. This law eſtabliſhed, the clergy were im- 


pain to have the ſubjects of this great king 


brought to the teſt : which they thought beſt to 
do by appointing a public feaſt, on which it was 


required that every man, and mother's ſon 
- ſhould fall down before, and worſhip this golden 


god ſet up by the king, as the tool of the 
parſons. 


IV. That there were four degrees of learned 


men, whom, I ſuppoſe dwelt in the univerſity at 
Babylon: firſt, there were magicians, who were 


with them, the {ame as doors of divinity are 
with us in our univerſities : ſecondly, there were 
aſtrologers, or men of learned ſciences, much 
the ſame with our maſters of arts: thirdly, there 
were ſorcerers, who I ſuppoſe, were either fellows _ 
of the college, or batchelors of arts, appointed 
to be tythe gatherers : and, fourthly, there were 
chaldear s or ſtudents of their divinity, and other 


fine arts: and, 


V. That all thoſe entry were moſt vigilant | 
in diſcovering and ring againſt diſſenters, 
verle 8. Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans | 
came near and accuſed the Jes. That is to ſay, 
certain young ſtudents, being ſpurred on to it 
by their tutors who cared not to appear in ſuch 


a dirty affair themſelves, and ſo forth. 


- VI. Strict as the law was, there were ſome _ 
| who took upon them to pray to God, like thoſe 
fix young gentlemen who were expelled the uni- 


verſity for EI. But what were they think 


you? 


* 


6.19. ] 
you ? why truly, they were difſenters and me- 
thodiſts, for they would not conform to the form 
of worſhip by law eſtabliſhed, therefore were 
diſſenters; and they were methodiſts, if praying 


to God denominates a man a methodiſt. But 
what followed, trow ye? why, as ſoon as they 


| were found out to be nonconformiſts, the doc- 
tors of divinity accuſed them of rebellion ; and 
had the king been as fond of burning diſſenters, 
as their reverences were, theſe men had in a trice 
been executed, without having another chance 
for their lives. But he was not quite fo fiery, but 


gave them another trial, if you'll read the 


h chapter through, you'll ſee the upſhot of it, and 
hom the dodtors of the univerſity were con- 
founded, and the diſſenters were re- admitted to 
the king” s favour, for God did work for them. 


I paſs on to the days of Darius; a prince who | 


had a praving nobleman for his firſt miniſter of 
| ſtate, and, for ought I know to the contrary, he 


might be lord of the treaſury, as well as the 


chancellor of the empire. His name was Daniel, 
and by birth a Jew. Well, my beloved, being 
fo very great, he was erievoully envied by the 


inferior placemen, though they kept it ſecret, 


and ſpoke him fair to his face; and he was very 
much abuſed by thoſe who were out of place. 
If we may N of ancient times from what 


appears in ages more modern, we may ſuppoſe 


that the times took a turn ſorncthing like the 
following: _ 


One man cries out againſt his being a fa 


vourite, and too intimate with the queen or 
queen's mother, as their Kinſmen do of d 
B te; another complains of his being a fo- 


reigner, and a captive, fo highly dignified, | 
2 wluilſt 
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whilit the natives were negleQed : perhaps their 
news-papers might be ſtuffed with clamours 
againſt the exotic favourite ; and the incenſed 
mob might be taught ro cry our, liberty and 
Babylon for ever—but no Jew—no favourite— 
no captive, Well, my beloved, all che inns and 


outs might have tretred themtclves to death, with 


Out being able to do any thing againſt this prime 
| miniſter, this fame Daniel, the King's favourite, 
if they had not 2 to the principal clergy, 


the Hcads of Houſes. But ] trow, the wvirend 


doctors, the magicians, the maſters of the art of 


5 aſtrology, &c. &c. no ſooner embarked in the 
popular cauſe but they were mere than a match 
for the favourite, who had fallen by means of 
their reverences, if the Almighty had had as 
little to do with him as he has to do with the | 


greateſt part of the clergy. 


Well, my beloved, the Heads of H Toutes and 
the diſaffected ſtateſmen met altogether, and con- 


ſulted what was the belt way to overturn the _ 


ſtate of this praying favourite. But the conduct 


of Daniel was ſo exemplary, that they knew they 
ſhould be able to find nothing wrong in him, 


unleſs they could entrap him in matters of re- 
ligion. Therefore having firſt perſuaded the 


king, that the church wwas in danger, they urged 
the "neceſſity of a law being made, prohibiting 


any man's praying unto God. Well, Darius 
the king, was not ſuch a no vice in politics but 


he knew the neceſſity of ha ing the clergy on his 
Aide, and therefore though he could not ſee into 
chat part of their myſterious divinity, made the 
decree according to the plan concerted by that 


Jrarned body. 


But 
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But it is thought that he would have ſtrained 
a point with them, if they had known that they 


were aiming at the life of his faithful favourite. 


But how ſtiff theſe biblifts are? for this Daniel 
went on pray ing to God, reading and expound- 
ing the ſcriptures in a private houſe, notwith- 


ſtanding the king had under the direction of the 


clergy ordained otherwiſe ; ; this was enough to 


have provoked the Heads of Houſes to have er- 
pelled him the univerſity had he belonged to it, 
but he not belonging to it, they were obliged 
to be ſatisfied with putting him to death without : 


expelling him. 
Now Jeſt any ſhould object to the clerg gy 


having the honour of deviſing this ſcheme, be- 


cauſe there is no notice taken of them in hiſtory z; 


let it be obſerved, that it was never known that 


many great men or noblemen were ever given to 
interfere in religious matters, and ſateime in 


all ages have been wiſe enough to take up wth b 


O 


the religion which the prieſts have preſcribed to 
them, therefore what you give of honour to any 
body in this affair let it be given to the clergy. 


And ] paſs on to make a compariſon berwixt that 
affair and this before us. 


I. They could find no occaſion of fault in 


Daniel; ſo it was with the ſix young men who 
| were expelled the univerſity, for their lives were 
ſaid to be pious and exemplary. 


II. They thought they might entrap him in 


ſome matters concerning the law of his God. So 
likewiſe, theſe young men though they were no 
whoreſters, no gamblers, no drunkards, &c. yet 


they could be W | in matters relating to their 
God. 


III. This ene Daniel notwithſtanding the 


penalty denounced 1 1n the edict againſt any who 


thould 


„ 
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ſhould take upon them to pray to God , perverſely, 


rebelliouſly, and obſtinately perſiſted 1 in his uſual 


_ apoſtolical, puritannical, nonconformiſtical and 
methodiſtical manner of praying to God in a 
private houſe. So no doubt but theſe fix 
young men knew that it was againſt the will of 
the Heads of Houſes, &c. that any of the ſtudents 
under their care ſhould pray to God in a private 
_ houſe; for, ſays our text, Siæ young men were ex- 
pelled the univerſity, for praying, reading, and 
expounding the ſcriptures in a * houſe ; yer 
they perſiſted in it. 5 
L.“aſtly, under this head. Daniel preſident of 
23 che princes, kneeled upon his knees three times 
a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his 
God as aforetime. But how will you be able to 
find ſuch puritannic conduct among our Britiſh 
noblemen; for I wot that a praying nobleman is 
pretty near as great a rarity as a white Crow you 2 
Malvern hills. The 
II. Inſtance of clerical conduct which gives 
| countenance to the late act of the Heads of 
Houſes I ſhall bring from the clergy of that fa- 


mous univerſity at Jeruſalem, in "the days of 


Chriſt and his apoſtles. In the eſtabliſhed church 
of Judea there were articles of faith and a canon 
law, which all the clergy profeſt to believe, re- 


gard, and defend. This confeſſion of faith was 


firſt compiled by Moſes the founder of that 


church, and afterwards ratified and confirmed 
by Ezrah and Nehemiah, their two principal 
reformers; even as the thirty-nine articles 
of the eſtabliſhed church were ratified and 
confirmed by our Engliſh reformers. I know 

5 Fa be ready to think that the clergy deemed 


t an honour to tread in the ſteps of thoſe pious 


retorm- 
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reformers; but I trow, my beloved, ye are 


greatly miſtaken, for the Heads of Heuſes of the 
univerſity at Jeruialem, even did as many others 
have done ſince, make the commandment void 
to eſtabliſh their own traditions. Perhaps you 
will be ready to ſtartle like the cows in July, 


when bit by the envious flies, when ye hear of 


a univerſity at Jeruſalem : but I aſſure you, it 
was there that the doctors (i. e. teachers) of the 
law dwelt, and their law was their divinity. 


Now, where do the neighbouring dogs delight to 


treſort ſo much as to a place where the carcaſe is, or 
vhere ſnall we ſee ſuch ſwarms of reverend doctors 
as at the univerſity. Thoſe phariſees, thoſe 
lawyers, thoſe ſcribes and thoſe doctors were all 
 gownſmen, but whether they wore the very ſame _ 
_ uniforms with the gentlemen of Oxford univer- 
ſity, my author does not ſay. Yet this much 
may be gathered from the hiſtory, that if that 
wandering Jew who they ſay has lived ever ſince 
the times I am ſpeaking of, ſhould chance in his 
travels to call at Oxford, he would think upon 
his longevity that from the manners of the men 
it was old Jeruſalem riſen again from its rvins. 
But we will drop this, and come to the matter in 
hand, which is to give a juſt account of thoſe 
clergy, that you may ſee that the heads of houſes 
have not departed a jot from the rules of their 
r 
The Jeruſalem clergy finding that their 
living depended upon ſubſcribing the articles 
given by Moſes, and the homilies compiled oy 
the prophets ; they could for the ſake of a vener- 
able reputation, and a fattiſh living, or, as ye 
would ſay, for the good of the church, very 


readily ſubſcribe and atteſt them upon oath, 


though 
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thonmh many of them, called ſadducees, did 1 not 


62:12:12 an thing about them. Now not to take 


notice of the vulga ar opinion, namely, that there 


art a great many ſadducees in our univerſities; 


1 cant but obſerve the weakneſs of thoſe who 


blame ſuch of the clergy who ſwear to articles 
they do not believe, ſecing that was the practice 
of the firſt eſtabliſhed church that was in the N 
world. 
About ſomething more than 1700 years FRY 
there aroſe ſome diſſenters who made a great ſtir 
among the people, and brought great uneaſineſs 
upon the clergy. I do not mean that thoſe were 
diſſenters from the articles of faith which was of 
eld given to the ſaints; but they were diſſenters 
from the clergy, and did not ſpare to detect their 
errors, both in principles and practice; a practice 
Which our modern methodiſts are ſaid to be guilty 
of, to the great concern of thie Heads of f Houſes. 
"Thoſe were lay-men, not regularly educated 
at the univerſity, and who took upon them to 
_ preach without receiving authority from the 
_ archbiſhop of Jeruſalem ; I think his name was 
Caiaphas, and I wot he was primate of all 
Judea. Well, thoſe men were not only lay- 
men, but even the ri raff of chem, ev en fiſher- 
men: note, they were not attorneys or mer- 
chants clerks; nor were they chymiſts, nor 
apothecaries, but fiſnermen. And yet they 
preached, and yet they expounded the ſcriptures, 
to the great contuſion of the holy trade of prieſt- 


craft. The eſtabliſhed church was now thought 


to be in danger. And how it could be thought ſo 
e ſtrange, ſeeing thoſe praying and 
preaching diſſenters proved all their doctrine 
from the articles and homilies given by Moſes 


and 
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and the prophets, the ſame as our modern me- 
thodiſts prove their doctrines from the articles 
and homilies of the church of England; and the 
church of England has been thought in no ſmall 
danger from theſe ſame mothodiſts, upon 


5 grounds equaliy ſubſtantial. Believe me, my 
beloved, the reverend, the learned, the zealous 


doctor Sacheveral, was not the firſt nor the laſt, 


who was grieved the fear of the church. But 


he is dead and gone, therefore I return to the 


clergy at Jeruſalem; and ye cannot but remem- 


ber how active they were in procuring the de- 


ſtruction of Jeſus Chriſt, and when he was riſen 
from the dead and aſcended into glory, they a- 
bated nothing of their zeal for their eſtabliſhed L 


church. 


For no Hay were e they : aware of he power at 


the apoſtles doctrine, (by apoſtles I mean thoſe 


wno took upon them to pray, read, and expound 


the ſcriptures in private houſes, as you may ſee 


in the ſubſequent part of the hiſtory) as theſe 


fix young men who were expelled the unverlity 
are ſaid to have done. Seeing, I tay, their ex- 
traordinary fervour in preaching, they cried out 


againſt them as perfons drunk with new wine, 


by which we may underitand enth/fofm. Acts 3. 


13. Well, my beloved, this is the very cry of 
the clergy againſt all ſuch as preach Jeſus and 
the reſurrection, and from their mouths the vul- 
gar catch the ſound; ſo that with many, a metho- 


diſt, an enthuſiaſt, a diſſenter, and a fanatick, 
are thought. to be ſynonimous terms. From 
hence we may learn that flander may as well 
be throu n out in a ſermon as in a farce, and will 
iſſue with as good a grace from a pulpit as from 


— cheatre. 
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a theatre. But no more of this, becauſe cur 
time draws towards the other end. 

It is very remarkable how zealous thoſe of 
the gentlemen of the gown who aimed no higher 


than a good fat benefice have always ſhewed 


themſelves when the doctrine of Chriſt in its 
ſimplicity hath been prcached; for why ? truly 


becauſe it lays the ax to the root of the tree of 
prieſtcraft, and throws down the importance of 
the parſon into the dirt. If the clergy were 
all to obſerve the rules given by Chriſt to his 
_ diſciples in his ſermon upon the mount, where 
would be all their riches and grandeur, their 
coaches, their livery-men, and their plate? But 
ye know, that theſe rules are different from this 
craft, whereby we parſons get our weal: h, as 
heaven is different from hell. But as prieſtcraft 
is lucrative it will be fure to find ſupporters, 
__ whilſt the houſes have got one e head leit upon 
them. = 
In Acts v. we find that Peter and the reſt of 


| his praying, reading, and ſcripture- expounding 


brethren, were brought before the Vice Chancel- 


lor and the Heads of Houies for a hearing, and 
after a hearing of ſeveral hours they took coun- 
#1 to ſlay them, v v. 33. But there was one Ga- 
maliel, the head of a certain houſe who ſided 
with them, and probably proved their doctrine 
from the articles of the Jewiſh church as by law | 
eſtabliſhed. I trow this fame Gamaliel was 
tinctured with the doctrine they preached, as 
who defended the faith of the ſix young 
men ' who were expelled the univerſity of —— _ 
for praying, &c. may be ſuppoſed ſecretly to have a 


believed in the articles which he once ſubſcribed, 


though he dared not to ayow his faith openly. 
There 
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There is one thing in the account that is ſome- 
thing remarkable, namely, the wiſe motion of 


doctor Gamaliel over-ruled the bloody deſigns 
of the prieſts; but it was not ſo at the other 


univerſity, for altho of 


defended and 


proved the me cthodiftical doctrine from the ar- 
ticles of the church, and ſpoke highly of the 
piety and exemplarĩneſs of their lives, his motion 


was over-ruled and the ſix young men were 
expelled. 


Another thing we may take notice of, namely, 


thoſe ancient doctors had a law by which they 
could put people to death for praying, reading, 
and expounding the ſcriptures ; but our univer- 
ſities have no ſuch law, or it is no way doubtful. 
but that the ſame zeal which will, under a pro- 
teſtant government, expell the ſtudents of the 
_ univerſity for praying, &c. would, for the ſame 
reaſons, burn offenders at a ſtake, were they fa- 
voured with a popiſh king. So that if the Heads ; 
of Houſes were leſs bloody in their deſigns than 
their anceſtors, 1t 1s not to be imputed t to want 
of good-will, but to the proteſtant reſtraints 
which they are under. 
It would be endleſs, my beloved, to point 
out all the inſtances in which the Jew! iſh, and the 
clergy agree; I ſhall therefore leave them 
to another occaſion and ſhall paſs on to another 
very famous church in that part of the world, 
and after that I ſhall come ncarer home, within 


our own. ken. And, 
III. This famous church was th hh af 


Diana, at Epheſus; and I wot, in this church 
there was many a good living in the gift of the 
_ univerſity, and I trow, that the Heads of the 
Houſes were very careful that none ſhould enjoy 
D 2 . Pas: 
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one of them unleſs he was well known to be a 
true ſon of the church, that is to ſay, a promotor 
of the ſale of the ſhrines of Diana, and a wor- 


ſhipper of the image that fell down from Jupi- 


—_ „ 
This Diana was in her day, a lady remark- 


able for hunting of ſtags, and ever ſince, her 
clergy have been as remarkable for the hunting 


of (not ſtags but) a good benefice. Now, my 
beloved, this fame huntreſs was the perſonage 


worſhipped by moit people of Aſia, and ſhe had 


many, very many clergy, who adored her for the 
Take of gain: for by this craft wwe have our 
wealth, ſaid they. bo 5 


There was a famous univerſity for the training 


up of young gentlemen in the holy craft of 


making ſhrines for the goddeſs, and a lucrative 

craft they found it my beloved, for they had it 
in their power to fell a brazen ſhrine for a golden 

price; a thing which others beſides them prac- 


This univerſity was at Epheſus, a very popu- 


lous city, where water was cheap but fire very 


dear; and here were many colleges and halls for 


the training up of young men in the craft of 


getting wealth, Every hall hal a head, and over 
all the Heads of Houſes vas a vice chancellor, the 
rev. Dr. Demetrius by name. As for praying, 


reading, and expounding the ſcriptures they 


meddled not with them, but were, to the higheſt 
degree, intent upon getting wealth. 1 

Woll, they carried on this craft for many 
years, till at laſt there came ſome itenerant 
preachers to town, who made it their buſineſs to 


Pray to God, to read and expound the ſcriptures 


and fing hymns in private houſes, contrary to 


— 


- 
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the ſenſe of that univerſity. This was no ſmall 
mortification to the clergy, who very well knew 
that if real religion, or praying, reading, and ex- 


pounding the {ſcriptures was tolerated, that it 


would put an end to their lucrative prieſtcraft 


and their reverences would fall into diſgrace. 
But to prevent ſuch a cataſtrophe the reverend Dr. 
Demetrius, Vice Chancellor, aſſembled the Heads 
of Houſes to conſult what was beſt to be done; 
and it was reſolved nemine contradicente, to 
cry out, the church was in danger; that under 
pretence of ſaving the church, they wight ſave 
their own profis. Well, they cried out that 
the church was in danger, that the church was in 
danger, till they had ſufficiently inflamed the 
rabble, then they laid hold on the tenerants, j 
had them before the Heads of Houſes, who gave 
them ſuch treatment as praying people may ex- 
pect to meet with from the clergy of the —. 
It happened however, as in a late caſe, that there = 
was one man of integrity and honour amongſt oa 
them, much like the Head of — Hall, only 
with this difference, the one was a Notary-pub- : 
lic, and the other is a gentleman in holy 
orders. Well, this attorney it ſeems being 
recorder of the city, thought that the clergy 
carried their authority a little beyond the rules 
of moderation and decency, a thing by no 
means uncommon for ſome gentlemen of the 
cap and gown. This town-clerk took up the 
cauſe of his itenerants, and in a ſpirited, ſenſi- 
ble manner, defended their conduct and tenets, 
not from the thirty- nine articles, but from the 
articles of natural religion and morality, and 
ſpake very highly of their piety and good beha- 
. + cannot but remark chat in this affair 


the 
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"he town-clerk was more ſucceſsful than the gen- 
tleman who pleaded the cauſe of the fix metho- 


difts at Oxford; the former over-ruled the pur- 


Poſes of Diana's clergy; but the univerſity 


clergy over-ruled the motion of the latter, ac- 


cording to our text: for though he defended : 
their doctrine from the thirty-nine articles of the 


eſtabliſhed church, and ſpoke very highly of their 


piety and the exemplarineſs of their lives. 


Theſe fix young men were expelled the univerſity 
For praying, iy. and expeunding the ſcrip- 
| tures, and for ſinging bymns in a private houſe. 
For why ? why truly, my beloved, becauſe pray- 
ing, reading, and expounding the {criptures 1 18 
not the cratt by which we get our wealth. For 
proof of this propoſition I refer you to ſtubborn 
facts; namely, that you ſhall ſeldom ſee a divine 
who makes a point of praying, reading and ex- 
pounding the icriptures, and of ſinging hymns. 
in private or publick houſes, who keep their 
e equipages or poſſeſs your fat, fat livings. 1 
| wot, my beloved, that one drone eats more ho- 
ney than four laborious bees . for proof of this 
I refer you to the reverend D- Pliny, an author 
of approved merit and a great divine. | 
But J pats on to the fourth eſtabliſhed church, 
rhe clergy of which, in all reſpects, poſſeſſed the 
ppirit of univerlity divines, or Heads of Houſes; 


and I trow, it is a church of great pretenſions, 


the clergy of which are as infallible as the moſt 
holy mother pope Joan, that lady who was 

Chriſt's vicar, and Peter's ſucceſſor, and carried 

the keys of heaven, hell, and purgatory in her 
pocket, when ſhe was in her prime, and her 
moon ſhone at full. I gueſs by this time you 
know that! mean the good old, one, catholick, 
roman, 


1 
roman, infallible, pontifical, univerſal mother 
church, in the boſom of which our forefathers of 
the ſurcingle ſlept ſo ſnug, wrapt about with 
| abbey lands as with warm "blankets. And if I 
may ſpeak the ſentiments of my fable brethren 
| 5 of the univerſity, we wiſh for the ſake of thoſe 
lands, that we were all fate rolling in her warm 
boſom once more. But I will not keep you: in 
ſuſpenſe about this 
Iv. Church, the conduct of whoſe clergy 
RY was fo near a kin to the conduct of the clergy 
85 of In the days of Betſey, the veſtal queen, 
the 5 ſuffered great diſcontent. For Why? 
+. becauſe praying, reading, and ſcripture expound- 
1 ing people were ſuffered to live, and were even 
4 tolerated in the univerſity. But when Mary 
of ſcarlet memory aſcended the britiſh throne, 
things began to take a more agreeable turn, and 
the pious biſhops, Bonner and Gardiner began to 
E work for the gocd of the church. Like true 
5 | bred D— Ds they ſearched every corner of 
£3 the land for matter to work upon; and who 
ſhould they pitch upon trow ye, but thoſe mi- 
niſters and others who prayed to God, read and 
_ expounded the ſcriptures, and ſung hymns? 
For thoſe clergymen were much Ike unto 
others, they diſcouraged praying to any beſides 
| faints of their own cannonization ; and as for 
the ſcriptures, they found it for their intereſt 
that the ſenſe of them ſhould be concealed. 
And no doubt other people of the fame practices 
have reaſons Oy pongerous to aſſign for their 
. conduct. 
| Who was Cranmer, my beloved ? Why truly, 
1 though he was primate of England, he took 
* upon him to pray, read, and — the ſcrip- 
tures, 
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tures, and as one ſuch, according to the laws of 
Trent council, he was expelled the convocation 
and burnt to death, as an enemy to the clergy. 
Latimer and Ridley, and Hooper, and Taylor, 
and Bradford, and Hunter, and Philpot, &c. 
&c. &c. were all of them guilty of thoſe heinous 


| offences of praying, of reading, of expound- 


Ing the ſcriptures, and of ſinging of hymns. 


Ihe fame crimes with which the Oxford metho- 
diſts were charged, and for which they were ex- 


pelled the univerſity. 
Thus, beloved, I have with much EPR Hi 
gone ſo far through with my firſt propoſed plan, 
and from what I have advanced we may raiſe the 
following remarks; . 
„ ſpirit of our b Ds has ” 
been the ſame in all ages, a noble ſpirit of op- 
poſition to methodiſtical tenets. The magi- 
cians, the aſtrologers, the ſorcerers and the 
chaldeans, the ſcribes, the phariſees, the law- 
yers, the ſadducees, and the doctors, and the 
ſmrine-makers, and the inquiſitors, and the ro- 
man biſhops, and the vice chancellors, and the 
heads of houſes, are all of the ſame religion: 
namely, 1% oppoſe praying, receding, and expound- 
ing of the ſcriptures. 
2. That the ſtate of religion in our land is 
likely to be ſoon upon a very reſpectable footing, 
| ſeeing no more than fix, out of the vaſt number 
of ſtudents at Oxford, took upon them to pray 
to God, to read, and to expound the ſcriptures; 1 
ſo that ir is hoped the many pariſhes in England 
will be likely to have perions who will let their 
pariſhioners have their own way, and go quietly 
to hell without diſturbing of them. Whereas was 
not care taken to ſuppres praying people in the 


univer- 5 


C08 3 
univerſity, we ſhould have the nation ſwarming 
with them, much to the detriment of pft. 
3. It is obſervable that we have found out 
more fully what four of thoſe fix gentlemen were, 
ere they ſet foot in the univerſity ; one was a 
publican, another a ſmith, a third a barber, and a 
fourth a teacher, under W—y, as it is written 
by the reverend Dr. Oxonienſis, Gazetteer, N. 
12199, April 8, 1768, and I wot, my beloved, 
though my kindred are profeſſors of ſuch arts 
they are to be held as dangerous ſciences; there- 
fore muſt not be tolerated by the clergy.  _ 
iſt. And foremoſt, the clergy has ſuffered _ 
much diſcontent from the blackſmith, and whilſt 
the bitterneſs of the loſs of the abbey lands 
belcheth from our ſtomachs, we prunella gentle- 


men will never forgive the blackſmiths. Quere, 


for why? Anf. Becauſe he was a blackſmith's 
ſon, lord Thomas Cromwell by name, who 
_ ſtripped the church, that is to fſ:y the clergy, 


of thoſe warm, thoſe fat abbey lancs. No more 


blackſmiths I pray you now—well have none 
of them. Therefore Mr. V— Cr did well in 
expelling the man becauſe he had deen a black- 
2. One other of them was a puolican, 7. e. a 
tax gatherer, and I ſuppoſe, Mr. V— C—r 
thought that the difference betwixt tax gathering 
and tythe gathering, being ſo very trifling, that 
after a young man had ſufficientl7 learned at 
home to gather taxes, it was quite needleſs. 
for him to come to the univerſity to learn to 
_ gather tythes. I wot, my beloved, that the old 
grudge betwixt the phariſees and the publicans 
Has not yet ſubſided, 3 or, as the learned Oxo- 


nienſis 
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tures, and as one ſuch, according to the laws of 


Trent council, he was expelled the convocation 
and burnt to death, as an enemy to the clergy. 
Latimer and Ridley, and Hooper, and Taylor, 
and Bradford, and Hunter, and Philpot, &c. 


&c. &c. were all of them guilty of thoſe heinous 


offences of praying, of reading, of expound- 
ing the ſcriptures, and of ſinging of hymns. 


The ſame crimes with which the Oxford metho- 
diſts were charged, and for which they were ex- 


pelled the univerſity. 


Thus, beloved, I have with much REST 
gone ſo far through with my firſt propoſed plan, 
and from what I have advanced we 1 d raiſe the = 


— remarks; 


. That the ſpirit wy our D— D—s has 


"wo the ſame in all ages, a noble ſpirit of op- 


polition to methodiſtical tenets. The magi- 
cians, the aſtrologers, the ſorcerers and the 
chaldeans, the ſcribes, the phariſees, the law- 
yers, the ſadducees, and the doctors, and the 
ſhrine-makers, and the inquiſitors, and the ro- 
man biſhops, and the vice chancellors, and the 


heads of houſes, are all of the ſame religion: 


namely, 1 oppoſe Praying, reading, and 2 


ing of the ſcriptures. 


2. That the ſtate of religion in our land is 
likely to be ſoon upon a very y reſpectable footing, 
| ſeeing no more than ſix, out of the vaſt number 
of ſtudents at Oxford, took upon them to pray 
to God, to read, and to expound the ſcriptures ; 
ſio that it is hoped the many parithes in England 
will be likely to have perions who will let their 
pariſhioners have their own way, and go quietly 
to hell without diſturbing ot them. Whereas was 


. 


not care taken to ſupprels praying people in the 
univer- 
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univerſity, we ſhould have the nation ſwarming 
with them, much to the detriment of — 
3. It is obſervable that we have found out 
more fully what four of thoſe ſix gentlemen were, 
ere they ſet foot in the univerſity; one was a 


publican, another a ſmith, a third a barber, and a 
fourth a teacher, under W—y, as it is written 


by the reverend Dr. Oxonienſis, Gazetteer, N. 


12199, April 8, 1768, and I wot, my beloved, 
though my kindred are profeſſors of ſuch arts 
hey are to be held as dangerous ſciences; there- 


fore muſt not be tolerated by the clergy. 


Iiſt. And foremoſt, the clergy has ſuffered | 

much diſcontent from the blackſmith, and whilſt 

the bitterneſs of the loſs of the abbey lands 
belcheth from our ſtomachs, we prunella gentle- 


men will never forgive the blackſmiths. Quere, 


for why? Anſ. Becauſe he was a blackſmith's 
| fon, lord Thomas Cromwell by name, who 
_ ſtripped the church, that is to ſ:y the clergy, 


of thoſe warm, thoſe fat abbey lands. No more 


blackſmiths I pray you now—well have none 


of them. Therefore Mr. V— C—r did well in 


_ expelling the man becauſe he had deen a black- 


ſmith. 
2. One other of them was a pudlican, 5.6.2 
tax gatherer, and I ſuppoſe, Mr. V— C—r 
thought that the difference betwixt tax gathering 


and tythe gathering, being ſo very trifling, that 
after a young man had ſufficient]? learned at 
home to gather taxes, it was quite needleſs = 


for him to come to the univerſity to learn to 


gather tythes. I wot, my beloved, that the old 
_ grudge ; «4 the phariſees and the publicans 


. has not yet ſubſided. For, as the learned Oxo- 
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menſis obſerves, the V— C—r expelled a man 
the univerſity for having been a publican. 
3. And in the next place another had been a 
barber. That is to ſay, a ſhaver. Believe me 
it is dangerous to play with edge tools, and 
razors are keen things; but keenneſs muſt not 


be admitted at O——d. A ſhaver if tolerated, 


might be as bad as a blackſmith: but no more of 1 
this, we'll have no more ſhavers, my beloved. 


4. A fourth was æ teacher in a ſchool, under 
Wu. But who or what this ſame W—y is, 
whether an hill, an old abbey, an holy college, 
or an oak tree, the accurate Oxonienſis does not 
ſay. But this ſchoolmaſter who taught under 
it, be it what it will, was juſtly expelled. For 
why ? Becauſe he departed fo very far from the 


rule eſtabliſhed among ſtudents. The common | 


rule obſerved by the hopeful young gentlemen _ 


of the gown is, before they have ſo much as 1 


D 


learned the firſt leſſon of themſelves, they con- 
clude that they are able to teach others; witneſs 
ſo many a dull parſon. But this man though 
he had been accuſtomed to teach others, meanly 
debaſed himſelf, ſo far as to receive inſtructions 
from others; but ſuch a mean opinion of one's 
ſelf being no way likely to add weight to the 
importance of the parſon, muſt not be tolerated. 
I ſhall not now ſay any more; intending ere * 
to write a commentary on the goſpel of Oxford, 
as written by the learned, the juſt, the accurate, 
and the reverend doctor Oxouienſis. 8 
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n:enſss obſerves, the V— C—r expelled a man 
the univerſity for having been a publican. 

3. And in the next place another had been a 
barber. That is to ſay, a ſhaver. Believe me 
it is dangerous to play with edge tools, and 
_ razors are keen things; but keenneſs muſt not 


be admitted at O——d. A ſhaver if tolerated, 


might be as bad as a blackſmith: but no more of . 


this, we'll have no more ſhavers, my beloved. 
4. A fourth was à teacher in a ſchool, under 


Wu. But who or what this ſame W—y is, 


| whether an hill, an old abbey, an holy college, 


or an oak tree, the accurate Oxonienſis does not Ji: 


ſay. But this ſchoolmaſter who taught under 


it, be it what it will, was juſtly expelled. For /Þþ 


why? Becauſe he departed ſo very far from the 
rule eſtabliſhed among ſtudents. The common 


rule obſerved by the hopeful young gentlemen | | > 
of the gown is, before they have lo much as | 4 


learned the firſt lefſon of themſelves, they con- 
clude that they are able to teach others; witneſs 
ſo many a dull parſon. But this man though 
he had been accuſtomed to teach others, meanly 
debaſed himſelf, ſo far as to receive inſtructions 
from others; but ſuch a mean opinion of one's 
ſelf being no way likely to add weight to the 
importance of the parſon, muſt not be tolerated. 
I hall not now ſay any more; intending ere long 
to write a commentary on the goſpel or Oxford, 


As written by the learned, the juſt, the accurate, 


and the reverend doctor Oxouiey 76. 
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